John ThurtelL

ThurtelTs next ship was the " Bellona," 74 guns, Captain
J. E. Douglas, and later Captain George Mackinlay, on wao&e
muster-roll he was borne as from 7th November, 1811, having
been conveyed to that vessel, then at sea, on the " Theseus/'
74 guns, to which he had been transferred from the " Mon-
mouth."7

For several months after Thurtell joined her, the " Bellona "
was uneventfully employed in home waters. I find no record
of brave deeds in her logs, and she never fired a shot at an
enemy or even chased a sail. Early in 1813 she was under
orders to proceed in company with the "Theseus" and the
<c Niemen " to St. Helena to pick up a convoy of East India-
men returning with the silks and spices of the Orient. On
19th March she sailed with the other ships from the island,
and after a fair passage the merchantmen dipped their ensigns
to her in the Do>wns, and she went to the Isle of Wight, dropping
her anchor off St. Helen's.

For the nest few months the ship was more actively em-
ployed; of! Capes La Hogue and Barfleur and in the Basque
Roads she frequently sighted the enemy and cleared for action.
Soon after San Sebastian fell on 1st August, 1813, the
<c Beillona " was cruising near that port (on the day it fell the
muster was called at St. Helen's, thus disproving the oft-
repeated story of John's barbarous behaviour at the storming,
to which, in indignant terms, he referred in his defence), and
on 6th September she gave chase to two strange sail in heavy
weather. They turned out to be a "brig of war" and a
schooner, neither of which (a brig would only mount about 16
small guns, and the schooner, if armed at all, would have
carried a yet slighter armament) could offer fight. The brig
made good her escape, but the schooner was boarded and made
a prize. This brush with the enemy seems to have been the
sole foundation for all John's subsequent talk, both in his
fustian from the dock and in his yarns with Borrow (see " The
Romany Rye," chapter 42) of deeds of derring doe and moving
accidents by flood and field.8

Returning once more to the channel, the " Bellona " pro-
ceeded to Portsmouth, where she formed part of Admiral Bicker-
ton's command until she was paid off about 22nd February,
1814, when Thurtell went on half-pay with " temporary rank '*

7 Muster Book, H.M.8. Bellona, Adm. ii./3317.

8 " Captains' Logs," the Bdlona, 1811-1814    Adm. Bee.
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